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Sid and Valerie and/or  
The Sid Lester Village Hall Special

 'Sid & Valerie' and 'The Village Hall Special' star tap-and-patter legend Sid Lester and his songstress 
daughter Valerie.  Sid & Valerie are both versatile performers and can deliver an impressive evening of high 
quality variety entertainment, featuring nifty tap routines, balloon animals, impressions, interpretive dance, 
quizzes, music, talking birds and an endless stock of anecdotes.

The show is performed against a backdrop of recognisably fraught family dynamics as Valerie has been 
manipulated by Sid's seeming dependency into role of carer and side-kick.
Sid has decided to take his unique variety show on tour and wants opportunity to knock for local performers 
to be on the bill.  He wants to to encourage people with a long hidden talent pr a penchant for a doing a turn 
at a family gathering to step forward and have their moment in the limelight... Sid cherishes the crowd, 
loves to banter with them but would never choose to humiliate... unless of course, it’s Valerie. The 'Village 
Hall Special' is all about generosity and a bringing together of communities.

You can watch an example of the work that was created with the Brighton Dome in 2013: the Sid Lester 
Christmas Special at the Studio Theatre, here: http://www.suemaclaine.com/sid-valerie/

http://www.suemaclaine.com/sid-valerie/
http://www.suemaclaine.com/sid-valerie/
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Sid and Valerie' was part of Summerhall’s festival programme in 
2013 and Sprint Festival in 2014 and the 'Sid Lester Christmas 

Special' has become a festive season highlight.

Sue MacLaine and Emma Kilbey are assisting Sid & 
Valerie with the logistical arrangements and have 
suggested the following  approaches for engaging 
local performers. These are:

1. workshop auditions in the run up to the 
performance conducted by Emma and Sue – time 
and budget dependent

2. Audition films uploaded onto a bespoke website

3. You the promoter choosing the acts in 
consultation and with guidance from an audition 
pack that we will provide.

Alternatively Sid & Valerie can run the whole show 
themselves and the audience can enjoy a hilarious 
and poignant evening of entertainment.
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Staging 
Requirements
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Sid and Valerie' was part of Summerhall’s festival programme in 
2013 and Sprint Festival in 2014 and the 'Sid Lester Christmas 

Special' has become a festive season highlight.

SPACE

• Flexible but roughly 10m x 10m with 7m

TECH
• Requirements are minimal with basic sound equipment 

including two microphones and warm, general cover 
lighting, an ability to hang a backdrop on the stage area.

• Decorating the hall itself is also part of the package and this 
will be different each time dependent on the venue.

• All aspects of the design will meet health and safety 
regulations and will be fire-proofed.

• The show contains tap dancing but a portable board can be 
used if the floor is not suitable.

• Most requirements can be toured but if a full fit up is 
necessary- a local hire may be more cost effective.

PERSONNEL
• 2 performers as well as ‘acts’ drawn from local community.

THE SHOW
• 90 minutes (with interval)
• Audience, all ages
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Sue MacLaine is a UK theatre-maker, with a singularly driven 
voice, making work because she has to with the stakes of her 
investigations high. She casts a fearless gaze - on both herself 
and her subject to write scripts that are bleakly funny, 
challenging whilst remaining compassionate and warm.  

She is particularly interested in marrying form with subject and 
was short-listed in 2012 for a Total Theatre Award in the 
category of 'Innovation, experimentation, and playing with form' 
for her work Still Life: An Audience with Henrietta Moraes 
which continues to tour art spaces and galleries.   

Sue MacLaine
07970 734359 

Brighton, UK
@suemaclaine 

sue@suemaclaine.com

About the artists

Emma Kilbey

Emma Kilbey is a writer, performer, theatre-maker, 
director and singer, with a particular bent towards 
character comedy. She is currently developing a new 
work (funded by Arts Council England) about the 
controversial Russian author and philosopher, Ayn Rand.   

“The character of Sid touched the universal in us all. A memorable and 
moving show full of humour but with bittersweet moments.”   

Fringe Review 5* 
Brighton Festival 2010

mailto:sue@suemaclaine.com
http://www.suemaclaine.com/still-life/
http://www.suemaclaine.com/still-life/
mailto:sue@suemaclaine.com
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“In my bag, there is a packet of Werther’s Originals, handed out as a parting gift to every member of 
the audience at this new show by Sue Maclaine and Emma Kilbey; and it’s a strangely appropriate 
gift, from a performance that offers a skewed and disturbing sideways glance at mid-20th-century 
British life, and its ever-cheerful showbiz culture.

As veteran entertainer Sid and his fortysomething daughter take the stage, it’s clear from Valerie’s 
boundlessly expressive face, in Kilbey’s terrific performance, that everything in the garden is not 
lovely. She hates the old man with the deep, hurt hatred of an unloved daughter who was never the 
child he wanted; he thinks she is useless, both as a daughter and as a performer, and never hesitates 
to make his feelings clear.

It’s like a miniature version of John Osborne’s The Entertainer, in other words, this is a show that sets 
out to reveal the sheer cruelty that lurks behind the smile of the much-loved public entertainer. In an 
age of searing revelations about what went on behind closed doors in British showbiz circles in the 
Sixties and Seventies, it comes as a timely reminder that emotional abuse can do at least as much 
damage.

And it’s all enlivened by a little tap-dancing from the eerily genial Sid, as well as some passionate 
Shirley Bassey songs from the unhappy Valerie; and by those Werther’s Originals, of course, little 
packages of dependable pleasure, in an otherwise bleak world.”

Joyce McMillan,
Originally published in The Scotsman

August 2013


